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Bob Schelleng Named Friend of the 

River at 2011 Annual Meeting  

Robert Schelleng of Narragansett accepts the 2011 W.E.R. LaFarge Memori-

al Friend of the River Award from NRPA Board member Dr. Veronica Be-

rounsky at the NRPA Annual Meeting on October 4. 

Schelleng was recognized for his volunteer participation in the NRPAôs 

River Watch Program, with bi-weekly testing of water quality on Narrow 

River from May until October for each of the last 20 years. Now for those of 

you keeping score, here is what Bob has done so far for NRPA River 

Watch: 

Monitored the water at Lacey Bridge 140 times 

Conducted 560 dissolved oxygen tests, took 140 temperature readings, 

did 560 chlorophyll tests and made 200 salinity measurements 

Collected 50 sets of water samples for further testing at URI. 

For more on the River Watch Program, go to page 5. 

New Winter Series Explores  

Social and Natural History  

Of the Narrow River Watershed  

Mark Your Calendar  

The Friends of Canonchet Farm, Nar-

row River Preservation Association, 

and the South County Museum, with 

generous support from Trio Restau-

rant, are sponsoring the winter speak-

er series On Pettaquamscutt: Presen-

tations on the Environment and the 

History of the Narrow River Water-

shed. 

The presentations will take place 

on Sundays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

at the Maury Loontjens Memorial 

Library, 35 Kingstown Road, Narra-

gansett. Participants are encouraged 

to continue the conversation at Trio 

Restaurant, next door to the library. 

These events are free and open to the 

public. 

Sunday, January 29  

Explore Narrow River without get-

ting wet or cold, as NRPA Board 

member Dr. Veronica Berounsky 

presents ñNarrow River ï Past and 

Present.ò Veronica will take you on a 

tour of the Narrow River and sites in 

its watershed and discuss important 

issues that are illustrated along the 

way. 

Sunday, February 26  

Wildlife biologist Mike Lapisky, for-

mer chief of the Division of Fish and 

Wildlife of R.I. DEM and a member 

of the Friends of Canonchet Farm, 

will include skulls and pelts in his 

presentation, ñWildlife at Canonchet 

Farm.ò  

Sunday, March 25  

Jim Crothers, Executive Director of 

South County Museum, will trace the 

history of  the property now known as 

Canonchet Farm from the time of the 

Pettaquamscutt Purchase in 1657 to 

its purchase by the Town of 

Narragansett in the middle of the 

20th Century.  

For more information on the 

series, contact Rosemary Smith at 

rcsaims@aol.com.  
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Narrow River Preservation As-
association (NRPA) works to pre-
serve, protect, and restore the natu-
ral environment and the quality of life 
of all communities within the Narrow 
(Pettaquamscutt) River Estuary and 
Watershed. 
 

www.narrowriver.org 
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NRPA is part of the United Way 
Workplace Campaign. Our 
donor option number is 

6239  
If you plan to make a United Way 
donation, please consider designat-
ing a portion of your gift to NRPA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NRPA is participating in 
the 2011 Rhode Island 

State Employees Charitable 
Appeal (SECA). 

Our fund number is 6239.  

The Presidentôs Cove 
On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, the Providence Journal ran a column 

by Sue Hoagland of Narragansett on the Commentary page (ñPowerball 

dreams in a tougher and bleaker Americaò) in which she mused about 

what she might be able to do if her first-ever (and probably last) Power-

ball purchase was the winning ticket. 

Sue presented an impressive list of what-ifs -- applying the winnings 

to helping neighbors, supporting schools, even adopting.  My favorite 

(and my bias here is obvious) was right in the middle of the list: ñCould I 

help restore the quality of the Narrow River to its pristine condition and 

preserve this most beautiful estuary for generations to enjoy?ò 

Unfortunately, Sue did not have the winning ticket. But she did make 

good on her commitment to the river by becoming an NRPA member, as 

229 others have done so far in our 2011-2012 membership drive. None of 

the contributions were Powerball-fuelled, but the steady support of many 

year after year is the best way to preserve the river for generations to en-

joy. 

In the same week that Sue joined NRPA, Rick Moffit once again con-

tributed $2,000 to help fund the NRPA Lesa Meng College Scholarship 

(see page 4 for details about this important educational initiative in 

memory of Rickôs wife Lesa). 

Rose Epstein, another example of sustained support for NRPA, retired 

from the Board of Directors on December 8, after many years as our go-to 

person for promoting NRPA in the news media. She lives on the river and 

brought many stories about the river to us, many of which originated with 

her friendship with John Elder Dick who also wrote about the river pro-

fusely. The Board will miss her keen insight and humor. 

If you have not already renewed your NRPA membership, please do 

so before the New Year.  If you have joined, consider giving a member-

ship to someone on your holiday list, or maybe even dropping a line to the 

actual Powerball winners and suggesting a contribution. 

Thank you as always for your continued support of NRPA, and have a 

wonderful New Year. 

 

Richard Grant 

NRPA President 
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Tropical Storm Irene Skips Low Tide  

But Causes Less Flooding than Expected  

Jason Considine, who took the picture on the left of flooding at Middlebridge, says, ñThe surge was no 

more than two feet, reaching only half way across the parking lot in front of Loganôs Landing. I remember 

the northeaster in March 2007 as being worse, when the water came to the door of the cafe during the 

morning tide and completely surrounded the building.ò 

Jason shot the view on the right of the river rise from Lacey Lane just north of Lacey Bridge and notes that 

water did not stop coming in until 2:30 p.m. even though high tide was around 8:30 in the morning. What 

happened to low tide? The strong winds out of the southeast pushed water up river throughout the mid-day. 

The tidal surge from Hurricane turned Tropical Storm Irene was less than expected, while tree damage and 

downed power lines proved to be greater problems. Still, there was flooding along Narrow River as record-

ed in these photos from NRPA members. 

The surge was sufficient to overwhelm a dock along Riverside Drive in South Kingstown, as seen in the 

photo on the left from Rose Epstein, and cover the boat ramp, detention pond and the end of Pettaq-

uamscutt Avenue on the Narragansett side, as shown in the photo on the right from Tina Lincoln. 


