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Bald Eagles at Home on Narrow River  

Pair Arrives in February to Nest, Fish 

We always knew the watershed was a 

desirable place to live! And now proof 

comes from a pair of iconic bald eagles 

that arrived in early February and set 

up shop along the Narrow River. 

The U.S. national bird is usually found 

on lakes and coastlines further north, 

but this pair has apparently found the 

fishing to their liking, says NRPA 

Board member John McNamara, who 

first photographed the eagles on 

February 3 and has recently observed 

the pair with an immature eagle feed-

ing along the riverôs edge. More of 

Johnôs photographs are inside. 

NRPA is looking for volunteers to join 

our River Watch program. No previous 

experience in water-quality monitoring is 

required. All new volunteers receive both 

classroom and field training from the 

URI Watershed Watch personnel. Manu-

als and all necessary monitoring equip-

ment are also provided. 

This yearôs monitoring season runs 

from May until October. The program 

consists of biweekly measurements of 

temperature, algae concentration, salinity, 

water clarity, and dissolved oxygen. Each 

volunteer is assigned a river location for 

monitoring. Some locations can be sam-

pled from the shore, while other locations 

require a boat or canoe. Volunteers are 

needed for both. 

Classroom training is recommended for 

all new volunteers. The training is de-

signed to help people learn more about 

water quality in general, and about the 

Watershed Watch program. Field training 

will be offered in April and May. 

Here is the Training Schedule: 

New Volunteer Classroom Training: 

Weaver Auditorium, Coastal Institute in 

Kingston. Choose either: 

Sunday, April 17 at 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 26 at 6:00 p.m. 

Field Training for New Volunteers: 

At locations to be announced on the fol-

lowing dates: 

Saturday, April 30, 9:00 a.m. & 1:00 

p.m. 

Lakes and ponds (both sessions) 

Saturday, May 7, 9:00 a.m. 

Lakes and ponds, coastal sites (Bristol) 

Saturday, May 14, 9:00 a.m. 

Lakes and ponds, coastal sites 

Saturday, May 14, 1:00 p.m. 

Rivers and streams 

There is no charge for the training, but 

we ask the you pre-register to ensure that 

there are adequate materials for all partic-

ipants. For more information or to regis-

ter, contact Program Coordinator Eliza-

beth Herron at: 

401-874-4552 

emh@uri.edu 

www.uri.edu/ce/wq/ww/ 

Attention Returning Volunteers: 

Equipment pickup for this yearôs pro-

gram begins the week of May 2, at Room 

002, Coastal Institute, 1 Greenhouse 

Road, Kingston, between 9 a.m. and 4 

p.m. daily, or between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

on Tuesday, May 3. Please call ahead to 

schedule a pickup (401-874-4552). 

   Annette DeSilva 

NRPA River Watch Volunteers Needed  
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The Presidentôs Cove 

This is a busy time for the Board members of NRPA. Our 13-member 

Board of Directors, with the assistance of a program coordinator, a grant 

writer and a long list of volunteers, is involved with planning and organiz-

ing for the spring and summer events.  

In April, we started our season with new Board member Lynn Wolslegel 

taking the helm at the North Kingstown Spirit Fair, which will be fol-

lowed by attendance at the Kingston Fair where NRPA displays the Kay-

ak Raffle in front of the Kingston Library. Then, we top it off with selling 

raffle tickets at the Wickford Art Festival. 

The Road Race is scheduled for May 21 this year and Blue Wheeler has 

been working hard on that occasion. Veronica Berounsky is in the plan-

ning stage for the NRPA Turnaround Swim on June 18, Jason Considine 

is gearing up for the Pettaquamscutt Paddle on July 9, and Sally Suther-

land is getting NRPA ready for the Beach Day at the Narragansett North 

Pavilion on July 16. 

While most of these activities are concerned with fundraising, they also 

promote having fun in the watershed. 

As you can imagine, in the current economy our normal channels of in-

come have diminished. But I cannot let this opportunity go by without 

extending a great thank you to the response to our membership drive, 

which concludes April 15. We exceeded all previous years and I am hap-

py to report that we have 402 paid members. The next step is to call our 

sponsor list and that is always an exciting time as everyone asks how we 

are doing. It is great to respond that all programs are running strongly and 

that last year was highlighted by growth, and substantial and meaningful 

programs, and was topped off with awards. As always, being in charge of 

fund raising, I ask you to be involved, continue your membership and 

consider being a sponsor of one of our events. You could even consider 

being a Board member or work on a committee. Your assistance would be 

appreciated in our water, land or education programs. 

I find it quite rewarding that I pay back the earth for the time I have 

used its facilities by contributing to NRPA. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Richard Grant 

President, NRPA 
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Rhode Island  

Rivers Council  Narrow River Almost -Haiku  

 

Narrow River, fresh and salt. 

Three ponds, moon cycle, lush valley. 

Flows to pounding surf. 

 

Marianne Kittredge Chronley  

Narragansett 
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The Narrow River Land Trust is hold-

ing an afternoon of walks, talks and re-

freshments on Sunday, May 22 at 2:00 

at the former Camp Nokewa Girl Scout 

Camp, which was recently purchased by 

the Rhode Island Department of Environ-

mental Management. More than 80 sce-

nic acres bordering Carr Pond are now 

accessible to the public. 

Janet Coit, Director of DEM, will be 

the guest speaker. Larry Mouradjian, 

Associate Director of DEM, and Cathy 

Sparks, Chief of the Division of Forest 

Environment and the Division of Fish 

and Wildlife, will be on hand to answer 

questions regarding the management plan 

for the area. This is an opportunity to get 

to know how the State and the Narrow 

River Land Trust are working to preserve 

the Narrow River Watershed. Come walk 

this beautiful property, meet the neigh-

bors and strengthen relationships with all. 

The afternoon will also include guided 

hikes of the property and a brief annual 

meeting of the Land Trust.  This is an 

outdoor event. Entrance to the camp is a 

quarter mile west of the Gilbert Stuart 

Museum on Gilbert Stuart Road. 

 Mike Hutchinson 

 Narrow River Land  Trust 

Did You Know?  

Every year the average American family 

disposes of 21 pounds of household haz-

ardous waste. As much as 50 percent of 

all household hazardous waste is liquid. 

A single quart of motor oil or gasoline 

intentionally dumped or accidentally 

spilled onto the ground can pollute 

250,000 gallons of groundwater and 

make it unsafe for drinking. Similarly, 

one gallon of gasoline spilled has the 

potential to contaminate one  million 

gallons of drinking water. 

From the Narrow River  Handbook, A 

Guide to Living in the Watershed 

(2008). For a copy of the Handbook, 

visit www.narrowriver.org and click the 

Handbook link on the Home page. 

Narrow River Land Trust to Host Spring Event  

at Camp Nokewa, May 22  

There are new faces at the NRPA. 

Charles Biddle and Lynn Wolslegel have 

joined the NRPA Board of Directors, and 

David Smith is the new Program Coordi-

nator. 

Charles Biddle, a 1979 Brown gradu-

ate, returned to Rhode Island after a 30-

year career in the textile industry in New 

York. Charlie has been involved with 

Save the Bay and the Oyster Gardening 

for Restoration and Enhancement 

(OGRE) program based at Roger Wil-

liams University. He is exploring ways 

the Narrow River can play a role in the 

restoration of disease-resistant shellfish 

populations in Narragansett Bay.  

Lynn Wolslegel was the Science De-

partment Head at North Kingstown High 

School when she retired in June 2010 

after 32 years in education. She is now an 

instructor in the URI School of Educa-

tion. Lynn, who lives near the Gilbert 

Stuart Museum, is looking to work on the 

watershed education initiatives at NRPA.  

David Smith, a freelance writer who 

has worked in marketing for high-tech 

companies, started as the Program Coor-

dinator in January and manages commu-

nications and fundraising activity for 

NRPA.  

Two Join NRPA Board of Directors  

At the January 2011 NRPA Board Meeting: (standing, from left to right) new Board member Charles Biddle, Jason 

Considine, M-J Kanaczet, Jon Boothroyd, Sally Sutherland, Ken McShane, Program Coordinator David Smith, John 

McNamara; (seated, left to right) Veronica Berounsky, Richard Grant, Annette DeSilva, and new Board member 

Lynn Wolslegel. Not present were Rose Epstein and Blue Wheeler. (Photo by John McNamara) 


