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Please join us for the 2011 NRPA 

Annual Meeting, which will high-

light important projects and activities 

within the Narrow River Watershed. 

The meeting will be held on Tues-

day, October 4th, at the Coastal Insti-

tute Auditorium, URI Bay Campus, 

South Ferry Road, Narragansett. 

Refreshments will be served at 

7:00 p.m. and the meeting will begin 

at 7:30 p.m. 

Our featured speaker will be Janis 

Nepshinsky, Visitor Services Manag-

er for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-

viceôs wildlife refuges in Rhode 

Island. Janis will discuss plans for 

the John H. Chafee Refuge at Pettaq-

uamscutt Cove. She is in the discov-

ery and scoping phase of the plan-

ning, looking at parcels for hik-

ing trails, benches, kiosks, platforms, 

environmental education classes and 

so on, and is interested in forming 

partnerships with groups in the wa-

tershed. 

Janis Nepshinskyôs career has always 

been in protecting wildlife places and 

wildlife, beginning in 1976 at the 

Hobe Sound National Wildlife Ref-

uge where she researched manatees 

and sea turtles on the East Coast of 

Florida. In 1984 she received a Mas-

ters in Environmental Engineering 

from the University of Florida and 

became the first water quality engi-

neer for the St. Johnôs River Water 

Management District. She worked 

for 15 years restoring contaminated 

lands for wildlife and managing the 

districtôs environmental compliance 

program. In 1999, Janis returned to 

New England and is currently work-

ing as the Visitor Services Manager 

for the Rhode Island National Wild-

life Refuges. In 2005, Janis was giv-

en the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serviceôs 

Sense of Wonder Award for her out-

standing contributions to the fields 

of interpretation and environmental  

education.  

Janis can be reached at the Ninigret 

Refuge Headquarters in the Kettle 

Pond Visitors Center in Charlestown 

(www.fws.gov/ninigret). 

The meeting will also include: 

Updates on issues affecting the 

Narrow River including water and 

land use management efforts 

Highlights from NRPAôs 

education programs 

An overview of the river data 

collected in our volunteer River 

Watch Program (now in its 20th 

year) 

Presentation of the W.E.R. 

LaFarge Memorial Friend of the 

River Award 

Drawing for this year's Kayak 

Raffle. 

The annual meeting provides a forum 

to meet NRPA members and to learn 

more about the Narrow River Water-

shed. We hope that you will join us. 

Annette DeSilva 

Annual Meeting to Focus on USF&W  

Plans for Pettaquamscutt Cove  
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U.S. Fish & Wildlifeôs Janet Nepshinsky (second from the left) helped out as a guide 

in this yearôs Pettaquamscutt Paddle on July 9. Janis will be the featured speaker at 

the Annual Meeting on October 4. (Photo: John McNamara) 



MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Narrow River Preservation As-
association (NRPA) works to pre-
serve, protect, and restore the natu-
ral environment and the quality of life 
of all communities within the Narrow 
(Pettaquamscutt) River Estuary and 
Watershed. 
 

www.narrowriver.org 
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NRPA is part of the United Way 
Workplace Campaign. Our 
donor option number is 

6239  
If you plan to make a United Way 
donation, please consider designat-
ing a portion of your gift to NRPA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NRPA is participating in 
the 2011 Rhode Island 

State Employees Charitable 
Appeal (SECA). 

Our fund number is 6239.  

The Presidentôs Cove 

The NRPA membership year starts September 1, 2011 and ends August 

31, 2012. As you can see from the accompanying mailing, it is that time 

of year when we reach out to all the residents of the three watershed 

towns (Narragansett, North Kingstown and South Kingstown) and ask 

them to join and contribute. No donation is too small. So I thank you in 

advance for becoming a new member or renewing your membership.  

I am sure the first question from any member would be, how is NRPA 

doing during these tough economic times. In the big picture, we are finan-

cially sound. No programs have been dropped, and by taking a hard look 

at every aspect of the organization, we have cut costs where we can. 

However, as I said before, we have to work harder at each element, be-

cause funds from the normal income channels have decreased.  

The 2010-11 income was slightly less than in the recent past. The Narrow 

River Road Race was a big success, but income was down due to spon-

sors cutting back. We just have to find more sponsors. The Narrow River 

Turnaround Swim maintained its financial goal. And I am happy to say 

that increased participation in the Pettaquamscutt Paddle brought us clos-

er to the mark. 

Each year we rely on the membership drive, the Road Race and other 

fundraising events, and support from foundations to fund our participation 

in the URI Watershed Watch Program, the AWEsome Education Program 

and our other initiatives. 

We met our program objectives in 2010-2011. It took a lot of volunteer 

help, cost-cutting, and cooperation with other groups, such as working 

with the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association to sponsor the Water-

shed Science for Educators course (see page 4). 

But itôs a new year now, and we would love to get off to a great start. And 

with your help we can. 

The NRPA Board of Directors is working hard, meeting each month, to 

continue the programs that protect the Narrow River Watershed for its 

many communities. 

Thank you for your support for the coming year. 

Richard Grant 

NRPA President 
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NRPA Awards Four College Scholarships  

For the 19th year, NRPA awarded schol-

arships to seniors graduating from high 

schools in the Narrow River Watershed.  

The scholarships honor deceased NRPA 

Board Member Lesa Meng, whose hus-

band, Rick Moffitt, established the schol-

arship fund, enabling NRPA to provide 

$1,000 scholarships to seniors graduating 

from high schools in the Watershed. 

Applicants for the scholarships were 

judged on the quality of an original essay 

about mitigating the impacts of human 

activity in the Narrow River Watershed, 

their participation in environmentally 

oriented activities in and out of school, a 

science teacherôs recommendation, and 

academic achievement in science and 

math courses.  

The 2011 Lesa Meng/Narrow River 

Preservation Association Scholarship 

recipients are: 

Margaret King 

North Kingstown High School 

Margaret plans to study public health and 

will be attending Lesley University in 

Cambridge, Mass. Margaret was a Girl 

Scout Gold Award recipient; her project 

consisted of marking storm drains in the 

Quonset Business Park and educating the 

surrounding community about reducing 

water pollution. Margaret also organized 

a clean-up at a saltwater marsh reserve at 

Quonset Point. 

Elena Suglia 

North Kingstown High School 

An honor student at NKHS, Elena will 

attend Brown University in the fall to 

study marine biology. As a junior, Elena 

won a scholarship to attend the 7th Annu-

al Land and Water Conservation Summit, 

an opportunity to learn about environ-

mental issues and conservation projects 

in New England. As a senior, Elena par-

ticipated in an internship at the URI 

Graduate School of Oceanography study-

ing nitrogen conversion rates in bacteria 

in salt marshes. 

Edward Trowbridge 

Narragansett High School 

Edward was captain of the Narragansett 

High School Envirothon Team, which 

participated in a statewide academic-

based environmental knowledge competi-

tion, leading the team to a second place 

finish in 2010. Edward plans to attend the 

University of Vermont to study environ-

mental biology.  

Victoria Gallogly 

The Prout School 

Victoria was a member of the Prout var-

sity soccer team and a Girl Scout Silver 

Award recipient. As part of the Silver 

Award project at the Charlestown Sum-

mer Camp, Victoria planned a seven-

week workshop to teach children why, 

how and what to recycle. Victoria 

(below) will major in environmental sci-

ence at the University of Vermont. 

 

24th Annual Narrow River Road Race  

Justin Bentley of Ashaway, R.I.(173) and Derek Jakoboski of Wake-

field, R.I. cross Middle Bridge on their return to Narragansett Beach 

during the 2011 Narrow River Road Race to finish first and second, 

respectively, in the 10K Run. In the meantime, veteran volunteer San-

dra Reynolds prepares refreshments at the finish line for the more than 

200 runners and walkers in this year's event. See pages 7 and 8 for 

complete race results. (Photos: John McNamara) 

Photo: Sally Sutherland 


